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SUBJECT: EARTHQUAKE SITUATION UPDATE, AUGUST 13 

1. THERE HAVE BEEN NO NEW OFEICIAL NOTIFICATIONS ABOUT 
EARTHQUAKES SITUATION AND NO INDICATION HOW LONG POPULATION 
WILL BE KEPT OUT IN THE STREETS. WE HAVE OBSERVED SOME 
STRENGTHENING OF SIDEWALK SHELTERS AND SOME NEW CONSTRUC- 
TION IN RECENT DAYS, ALONG WITH SIGNS THAT SOME RESIDENTS 
ARE MOVING THEIR SHELTERS, PERHAPS TO AREAS MORE SUITABLE 
FOR THE LONG TERM. AUTHORITIES STILL APPEAR WORRIED BY 
POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER QUAKES. JAPANESE EMBASSY REPORTS 
PEKING AIRPORT TERMINAL WAS EVACUATED FOR A SHORT TIME 
THIS MORNING IN AN APPARENT EARTHQUAKE SCARE. SOME 
EASTERN EUROPEAN DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL WERE TOLD TO STAY 
OUT OF THEIR APARTMENTS THE LAST TWO NIGHTS (THEY HAD BEEN 
PERMITTED TO OCCUPY THEM DURING THE EIRST TWO WEEKS 
FOLLOWING THE QUAKE), WHILE A WEST EUROPEAN EMBASSY WAS 
REEUSED PERMISSION TO HAVE THEIR CHINESE DOMESTIC HELP 
TO GO INTO APARTMENTS TO CLEAN REERIGERATORS. DIPLOMATIC 
SERVICES BUREAU CONTINUES INSPECTION OF DIPLOMATIC APART- 
MENT BUILDINGS AND INDIVIDUAL APARTMENTS, BUT THERE IS 
NO WORD YET WHEN THEY WILL BE DECLARED SAEE TO REOCCUPY. 
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2. A NUMBER OF EMBASIES REPORT A CONTINUING RISE IN 
CONTACTS WITH PRC OFFICIALS ON TRADE AND CULTURAL EX- 
CHANGE MATTERS. MFA OFFICIALS - MANY OF WHOM APPEAR 
TO BE WORKING IN TENTS IN THE MINISTRY'S COMPOUND- 
RECEIVE VISITORS JUST INSIDE THE LOBBY OF THE MULTI-STORY 
OFFICE BUILDING. (APPROACHES TO THE ENTRANCE ARE BEDECKED 
WITH SLOGANS RELATED TO THE EARTHQUAKE RELIEF EFFORT AND 
ANTI-TENG CAMPAIGN.) MEETINGS WITH OFFICIALS OF OTHER 
MINISTRIES ARE MOSTLY TAKING PLACE AT THE INTERNATIONAL 
CLUB OR VARIOUS GOVERNMENT GUEST HOUSES - LOCATIONS 
WITH QUICK ACCESS TO OPEN AREAS. 

3. INFORMATION ON AREAS OUTSIDE PEKING STILL HARD TO 
COME BY. A CHINESE WHO VISITED FAMILY IN TIENTSIN SAID 
THAT CITY WAS NOT HEAVILY DAMAGED. ITALIANS WHO DROVE 
THROUGH TIENTSIN CLAIMED THAT ABOUT 30 PERCENT 

OF THE BUILDINGS WERE DESTROYED AND ANOTHER 30 PERCENT 

WERE DAMAGED ENOUGH THAT THEY WOULD HAVE TO BE PULLED DOWN. 
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